Dear WYRD Friends,

This year’s installment of the WYRD is on Friday and Saturday, November 13 & 14, 2026.  We will be offering five preliminary rounds of IPDA, plus a variety of IEs, including the exclusive inventions of the WYRD: Impromptu Storytelling and Impromptu Eulogizing.

  

Please submit your entries on Speechwire by 5:00 p.m. (E.S.T.) on Tuesday, November 10.  We look forward to seeing you soon!

WYRDly Yours,


Gary Deaton			Donovan Finan				Brian Powell
Director of Forensics		Associate Director of Forensics 		Assistant Director of Forensics








What events are offered? We are offering CA, Persuasive, Informative, After Dinner, Extemporaneous, and Impromptu speaking as well as Prose, Poetry, DI, POI and Duo for interpretation.  We will also be offering RADIO BROADCASTING, EDITORIAL IMPROMPTU, and our SPECIAL event IMPROMPTU  STORYTELLING.  We will also host our no-longer experimental event IMPROMPTU EULOGIZING     

Will there be pentathlon? Yes. Any five separate events count (i.e., you can only count duo once).

What awards will be given?  All finalists in each event will receive awards.  We will also award the top six in pentath and the top five in team sweepstakes.  All elimination round participants in debate will receive awards, as well as the top 10 individual speakers in Open AND Novice IPDA (Breaking IPDA into Open and Novice will depend on the size of the entries in each).

What events are in each flight? A = Impromptu Story, Informative, ADS, POI, Broadcasting (RB), Ed Imp, , and Duo.  B = Extemp, Poetry, Prose, DI, Impromptu, CA, IMP Eulogizing, and Persuasive.  Under extreme judging pressures the above listed plan may be altered.

What is Impromptu Storytelling? - Students will have a max of three minutes to prep and seven to speak.  In Round One they will be given a character (e.g. “Father of the Year” Award winner) and a situation (e.g. substitute teaching for a Kindergarten class) and asked to tell a third person omniscient perspective story about that character in that situation.  In Round Two they will be given a theme (e.g., “The Long and Winding Road”) and asked to tell a first person narrative based on that theme.  Those creative/fortunate enough to make the finals will be given a single word or an object and asked to tell a story from whatever perspective they choose.  

What is Impromptu Eulogizing?
Students will be told WHO has died, HOW they passed and WHY the speaker has been chosen to deliver the Eulogy. The prompt is intentionally humorous and the expectation is that the speeches will be also. 3 minutes to prep, 5 to speak. Judges should provide visual time cues for speakers.

What is editorial impromptu?
Students will be provided with an Editorial. They will deliver a speech responding to the Editorial. They will have 3 minutes to prep and 6 to speak. Judges should provide visual time cues for speakers.


SCHEDULE
Friday
1:30  – 2:00 Registration 
2:15  – Debate Opening Assembly  
2:30  – Round I of IPDA Draw
3:00  – Round I of IPDA
3:45  – Round II of IPDA Draw
4:15  – Round II of IPDA
5:00 – Round III of IPDA Draw
5:45 – Round III of IPDA
6:30  - Round IV of IPDA Draw
7:00 – Round IV of IPDA	 
Saturday 
7:30  – Registration
8:00  – Round V of IPDA Draw
8:30  – Round V of IPDA 
9:00 – Opening Assembly for IEs
9:15 – Radio Draw 
9:30 – Round 1, Flight A
10:30 – Radio Draw, Round 2/IPDA Quarterfinal Draw
11:00 - Round 2, Flight A/IPDA Quarterfinals
12:15 – Lunch
1:00 - Extemp draw/IPDA Semifinal Draw
1:30  - Round 1, Flight B/IPDA Semifinals
3:00  - Extemp Draw
3:30  - Round 2, Flight B
4:45  - Radio Draw for Finals   	     
5:15  - Finals A
6:30  – Extemp Draw for Finals/IPDA Final Draw
7:00  –  Finals B/Finals IPDA		
8:00  – Awards		


 
A Note About Parking  
On Friday, parking will be a challenge.  You may want to drop students off in the horseshoe driveway in front of OLD Morrison (From Broadway turn onto 3rd  If you are coming in on Winchester Road it becomes 3rd street).  If you are passing fourth before getting to third turn left on 3rd.  If you are coming from downtown turn right.  After dropping students off at Cowgill, exit the driveway. If you turn left and go down to Upper, turn right and there is a parking lot on your immediate left. If you turn right, go up to Broadway and turn right go to 4th and turn right. There is a large parking lot on 4th before you get to Upper. If there is no parking available there turn right onto 4th  and right onto Upper; there is a lot on your left. 
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